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Joint Staff Public Relations Office 
Office Phone: +33.9.88.68.28.61/+33.9.88.68.28.62 

e-mail : cab-cema-com.relation-presse.fct@def.gouv.fr  
Website : www.defense.gouv.fr/operations 

Twitter : @EtatMajorFR 
Facebook : Armée française – opérations militaires 

Instagram : Armeefrancaise 

 

SIRPA Marine (French Navy Public Relations Office) 
Office Phone: +33.9.88.68.46.65/+33.9.88.68.46.67 

Emergency Hotline: +33.6.71.90.64.88 
e-mail: sirpa-marine.relation-presse.fct@intradef.gouv.fr  

Website: www.colsbleus.fr 
Twitter: @marinenationale 

Facebook: Marine nationale 
 
 

For more pictures during the mission 
Media library : https://www.mediatheque.marine.defense.gouv.fr/categories  
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The French Navy operates 365 days a year, 24 hours a day, on and under all the seas of the world, in 

the air and on land, in order to ensure the safety of the French people and to defend national 

interests. Its 42,000 sailors (military and civilian) lead five major missions: 

Deterrence 

At least one nuclear-powered ballistic missile submarine (SSBN) is permanently deployed since 1972 

to protect France’s vital interests; 

Protection 

The French Navy acts constantly to protect maritime approaches from threats at sea or coming from 

the sea. It also participates in State action at sea, intervening daily in areas under French sovereignty 

and jurisdiction; 

Prevention 

The French Navy adopts a stance of permanent vigilance in strategic areas to prevent the outbreak or 

deterioration of crises; 

Knowledge and anticipation 

Leveraging the various intelligence gathering assets it deploys around the world, the French Navy 

exploits many sensors enabling it to maintain its knowledge of potential crisis areas and to detect, as 

soon as possible, the appearance of new tensions; 

Intervention 

With its means of projecting power and force, the French Navy intervenes as close as possible to 

threats and crises, alone or as part of multilateral coalitions and cooperation. It is committed to long-

term action and stands ready to intervene without delay in the event of a deterioration in the 

situation at sea or on land. 

The French Navy works to prevent crises that can threaten France in an international context of 

extremely rapid change. For this purpose, it permanently deploys at least one nuclear ballistic missile 

submarine, on average 35 warships, 5 aircraft, as well as commando units, i.e. nearly 4,500 sailors 

on, under and above the sea and on land, serving the interests of France and of the French people. 

In 2022, the French Navy recruited and trained more than 3,500 seamen and women, aged between 

17 and 30, with an educational background starting with a Year 10 to a Master. In order to update its 

know-how and maintain its operational capability, the French Navy each year recruits future seamen 

in more than 50 professions.  

It is supported by a network composed of 45 CIRFAs (Centres d’information et de recrutement des 

forces armées / Joint centres for information and recruitment) organised on the French territory but 

also overseas. More information on: 

www.etremarin.fr. 

http://www.etremarin.fr/

