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5 KEY POINTS ABOUT THE INITIATIVE

The 5+5 Defence Initiative is a forum devoted to security in the Western
Mediterranean. It was launched in 2004 and is involved in forty or so
multilateral cooperation activities per year.

The success of the Initiative is underpinned by compliance with four
basic principles: pragmatism, voluntary participation, consensual
decision-making and economy of resources.

The Ministers of Defence of the Member States lay down guidelines for
the Initiative during their annual meetings.

Activities are organised around four areas of cooperation: surveillance
and maritime security, air security, contribution of armed forces to civil
defence, and training and research.

In the field of training and research, the “5+5 Defence” College has
handled the training of nearly 500 Member State auditors, while the
Euro-Maghreb Centre for Strategic Research and Studies (CEMRES) has
led six research projects.
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