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Nato tiger meet
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Hans and Peter,  
had their first Tiger Meet in 1986 in Cambrai.

“We came together from Holland. We grew up near Soes-
terberg, next to an extremely important airbase. When we 
were young, we were attracted to the combat aircraft that 
were leaving tracks on the sky. The airbase closed its gate in 
2008 after 40 years of activity. When you think of it, this is 
similar to Cambrai airbase. What is the best day for a spotter? 
A wonderful weather and outstanding aircraft, like today!”

Colin and Alan,  
two English spotters who 
are sensitive to this label.
“I am not a spotter, I am 

an enthusiast!”
“I do not keep an inven-

tory of all the airplanes and 
their tail numbers. I admire 

them for what they are.”

Michel, from Dijon. A spotter for a 
quarter of a century.

“From my earliest years, I remember 
watching the sky admiring the aircraft of 
the airbase. To me, being a good spotter 
means having a sound knowledge of the 
Squadrons. I can tell you the whole history 
of any of them, and speak about their air-
craft. Which one is my favorite airplane? I 
would say the Mirage 2000, because this 
one belongs to my generation.”

Yann,  
from The Czech Republic.  

A spotter for 15 years.
“As a former civilian air traffic 

controller, I have always been 
very fond of the aeronautical 

world. The operational aspect 
and the technological capa-

city of the aircraft are the most 
appealing to me.”

T he gathering of all the aircraft 
participating in the exercise on 

the same field definitely tastes like a 
“Flag”. It does invest the Air Defense 
Command with an outstanding im-
portance. This exercise takes entirely 
part in the operational preparation of 
our forces in providing the squadrons 
with a training of excellence, fit for the 
most experienced as well as for the 
young pilots. It offers a wide range of 
the missions of Combat aviation fol-
lowing realistic tactical scenarios. This 
training goes beyond the limits of the 

cockpits since the benefactors are also 
the GBAD (Grand Based Air Defence), 
the air traffic controllers, or the techni-
cians speciliazied in infrastructure, in 
information or in communication…

Though the Nato Tiger Meet has 
been organized successfully by the 
1/12 “Cambresis” Squadron, it could 
not have been made real without the 
support of the Commands and the 
Chief of Staff of the French Air Force. 
As a Chief of the exercise, I will strive 
to adapt the means to the objectives 
and the expectations of our guests.

The word of the day

On the Front Cover
Being a spotter: a passion from here and there

The Chief of the Exercise
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BONUS Please find the official facebook page  

of the French Air Force by scanning this flashcode
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Ready to jump forward, a tiger is lying in wait for two 
Tornado of the German Jagdbomberst Affel 321.

13 may 
Ceremony  
of the 50th Tiger Meet

14 may 
tigers games

15 may 
Airshow of Niergnies

900 is the number for this successful first 
spotter day. It drew 900 enthusiasts who 
are coming to dazzle their cameras.

N ext to the briefing rooms, a team of staff is getting busy. 
This is the team of the “Tactical Data Link”, composed of 

a small group of experts belonging to the “CEAM” (the French 
air force military experimentation and trials organization) in 

Mont de Marsan 
airbase. This cell 
is in charge of 
coordinating the 
good functioning 
of the Link 16 
network for the 
duration of the 
exercise. Indus-
trials and the Dé-
légation Générale de l’Armement (Direction of the armament) 
are taking part of it. L 16 is a tactical data link which enables 
the exchange of information between the participants of the 
air operations. It contributes to speed the transfer of informa-
tion between the equipped systems, to improve the flight se-
curity and to ease the debriefing of the missions. Nowadays, 
it is the modern standard of operations.

Nato Tiger Meet 2011 gives the uni-
que opportunity to train the crews in a 
strikingly realistic environment and the 

omnipresence of the interoperabili-
ty. This is partly due to the efficiency 
of the L16.

In the Tiger’s eye

The Word of the Expert
Link 16 at the heart of the exercise


